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“Dreaming: the Passage of Time,” United States Consulate, Istanbul, Turkey, 
Art in Embassies Program, US State Department; Skidmore, Owings & Merrill, 
Washington DC, Architect; photo Kevin Noble 

The project is a three-panel painting, which fits into a niche in the wall, directly 
over an ornate Turkish carpet. The carpet was a “key” to color and 
orientation: the most detailed and chromatically intense part of the artwork is 
right at its center. It is about history and geography, and particularly about the 
layers of time, which make Istanbul such an extraordinary city.   

The left panel is based on an archaeological map of Turkey (Byzantium) as it 
appeared in ancient times, and most of the writing is in Latin. The word Istanbul 
is highlighted in a brilliant hot pink. Smaller settlements are suggested by 
glittery stars, which are collaged onto the surface of the canvas. The right 
panel is drawn from an undated, unhistorical bird’s-eye view of Istanbul during 
Ottoman times from the Hunername. It is taken from the South with regular 
clockwise shifts of the axis, so that the northern half (with most of the great 
sixteenth century mosques) is upside down. In the center are four circular 
worldviews based on a tradition of Arabic mapmaking that dates back to the 
work of the great twelfth century cartographer al-Idrisi. For hundreds of years, 
Muslim maps followed his general plan. Their abstract, schematic, metaphorical 
worlds don't coincide with the land forms that we know today, but tell us much 
about how the earth was conceived of then. 
 
 


